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struction was adopted. In 1827 an infant school society
was formed for the support of schools for children from three
to six. While the Wilderspin organization was followed,
there was an attempt to adopt the Pestalozzian method.
Within a few years these schools were incorporated into the
Public School Society as primary departments. In addition
to funds contributed by private parties and those raised by
lotteries, the state, from 1816, had contributed from the com-
mon school fund to the work of this society, and the city had
made annual appropriations. In 1842 a city school board
was formed and public schools were established under its
control. It was not until 1853 that the schools of the society
were transferred to the control of the school board and a
free public school system was really established. While the
transition was somewhat more tardily accomplished in New
York than In other communities, yet every American city,
except a few of New England, passed through a similar
development Public school societies, not always bearing
this exact title, existed in Philadelphia, Buffalo, Albany, and
even as far west as Cincinnati.
In Boston, where elementary schools had existed in con-
nection with the Latin Grammar School since 1666, and
probably from an even earlier date, and where such schools
had long been free, primary schools were no part of the pub-
lic school system. The reason for this is somewhat peculiar.
The law required that the child could not be admitted into
the grammar (or public vernacular) school until he could read
and spell. While it also authorized the establishment of
these primary schools, none had been formed. Such instruc-
tion was gained through the Church schools, the numerous
private schools, and through one other form of school fostered
by societies, the Sunday-schools, established at first for secu-
lar instruction. In 1817 it was found that while 236$ chil-
dren attended the public grammar schools, there were 3767
children attending private schools, 365 attending charity